
 

 

 

 

 

From the Editor 

Our Masonic year is winding it 

way  through the hot summer days.  

Grand Lodge is over until next year. 

The weather forecast today is for sun, 

but I am still hoping for some cooler 

temperatures.  Enjoy your summer. 

STAY SAFE. 

The Editor 

NIAGARA DISTRCT 
'A'  

DDGM 2019 - 2020 

R.W. BRO. CARL SMITH

The Officers and Members of Garden 

City Lodge are pleased to offer our 

support for Niagara A’s newest 

District Deputy Grand Master, R.W. 

Bro. Carl V. Smith who was elected 

by Niagara A District Past Masters, 

Masters and Wardens on 

Wednesday, July 17, 2019 at 

Toronto. 

R.W. Bro. Carl V. Smith was born in 

St. Catharines and except for a short 

period when he moved to Vancouver 

to work on the railroad after 

graduating from Thorold High School, 

he has lived and worked in the 

Niagara Region.  He was employed 

at Exelon Company of Canada in 

Thorold for 32 years working in 

quality control.  During his 

employment at Exelon he took an 

apprenticeship as an electrician and 

took several courses in that field 

including electronics at George 

Brown and programmable controllers 

at Niagara College.  

When Exelon closed in 2002 he 

worked in the construction field for 

two years and then accepted 

employment at the Fallsview Casino 

until his retirement in 2012. 

R.W. Bro. Carl Smith joined masonry 

in 1989 and progressed through the 

chairs and served as Worshipful 

Master in 1995 and again in 2002 and 

2008.  He is also a 32º member of the 

Scottish Rite and a member of the 

Niagara Shrine Club where he served 

as President in 2000. 

He has been married to his wife June 

for 47 years and has one daughter 

Katrina. 

He has selected W. Bro. David 

Patterson to serve as the District 

Secretary and we wish them both well 

as they offer support and guidance to 

the Lodges of Niagara A. 

Gavels in Freemasonry 

By; Paul M. Bessel 

"Perhaps no lodge appliance or 

symbol is possessed of such deep 

and absorbing interest to the craft as 

the Master's mallet or gavel. Nothing 

in the entire range of Masonic 

paraphernalia and formulary can 

boast of an antiquity so unequivocally 

remote," according to Joseph F. Ford 

in Early History and Antiquities of 

Freemasonry. (Hunt) 

Gavels, hammers, mallets, or mauls, 

have both practical and symbolic 

uses in lodges and other meetings, 

as well as both practical and symbolic 

uses in operative and speculative 

Freemasonry. 

Keeping order and punctuating 

actions 

The gavel has been generally 

adopted by Masonic bodies and 

many other groups as a means to call 

meetings to order, keep order, 

announce the results of votes, and 

otherwise punctuate actions of the 

group. (Coil) However, it is a mistake 

for the presiding officer to try to stop 

noise and keep order by pounding 

with the gavel. (Roberts) 

The use of a hammer to keep order 

was common in medieval institutions 

such as an Elizabethan guild in 

Exeter where, "the governor having a 

small hammer in his hands made for 
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the purpose, when he will have 

scilence to be hadd shall knocke the 

same upon the Borde, and who so 

ever do talke after the second stroke 

to paye without redempcion two 

pence." (AQC, XL) There is also a 

reference in a biography of the 

founder of the Cistercians to "the 

harsh strokes of the wooden mallet 

used for calling the brethren 

together." (AQC, XL) 

Symbol of authority 

In a larger sense, gavels symbolize 

the executive power, as this is the 

instrument which strikes blows 

(Hunt), or it can be thought of as a 

symbol of authority without the use of 

force. (Haywood) 

The gavel is an emblem of the 

authority of the Master in governing 

the Lodge. (Macoy) At the installation 

of a Master he is informed, upon 

being tendered this implement, that it 

constitutes the essential element of 

his authority over the assembled 

brethren, without which his efforts to 

preserve order and subordination 

would be ineffectual. It is the symbol 

that inducts him into the possession 

of the Masonic lodge. (Hunt) 

In the middle ages mallets were 

thrown and all ground over which 

they traversed were acknowledged to 

be possessed by the thrower. This 

practice gave rise to the symbolism of 

the mallet indicating the Master's 

possession of his lodge. (Hunt and 

Haywood) A somewhat different use 

of a thrown hammer is shown in an 

English ordinance of 1462 which is 

said to have declared that lewd 

women should remain as far from the 

territory of Masonic lodges as a 

hammer could be hurled. (Hunt) 

The appropriate item for this purpose 

should be wooden with a flat surface 

at one end and a pointed surface at 

the other. French and Spanish 

Freemasons sometimes refer to it as 

the "president's hammer" and use an 

instrument that is flat at both ends, 

then slightly pinched, and larger 

again in the middle. (Macoy) The 

gavel should not resemble a setting 

maul. (Hunt) 

The gavel is sometimes confused 

with the setting maul which is a 

different instrument used for different 

purposes. (Macoy) The gavel is a 

implement of both the Master and his 

Wardens, and is an emblem of 

power, while the maul is a heavy 

wooden hammer with which the 

mason drives his chisel. The maul is 

also the weapon with which the 

Master was traditionally said to have 

been slain, so it is an emblem of 

violent death. It is incorrect to use a 

gavel instead of a heavy maul in the 

dramatization of the third degree. 

(Jones) It is also inappropriate to use 

a little auctioneer's hammer in place 

of a gavel, as this may connote that 

the initiate is being sold. (Mackenzie) 

The gavel of the Master of a Lodge is 

also called a "Hiram" (Macoy) 

because, like that architect, it governs 

the Craft and keeps order in the 

Lodge as Hiram did in the Temple 

(Mackey and Hunt), or because of the 

use made of the maul in the third 

degree. As early as 1739 both gavels 

and mauls were referred to by that 

name. (Jones) A negative sense of 

this implement is found in the Bible, 

Proverbs XXV, 18, "A man that 

beareth false witness against his 

neighbour is a maul, and a sword, 

and a sharp arrow." 

Use by Operative and Speculative 

Masons 

Mackey and Coil say the gavel used 

as a hammer has one flat face 

opposite the sharp end so that from 

the top it resembles a gabled roof on 

a house, and because of this, "gable" 

becomes the German word "gipfel" 

meaning summit or peak (Mackey, 

Coil, Hunt) or "giebel" (Macoy) and 

then the English word "gavel," 

although in German lodges the gavel 

is called the "hammer." 

It is one of the oldest working tools 

used by man, as illustrated by stories 

of Scandinavian mythology where 

Thor, the principal god, was given a 

special hammer or mallet which 

always struck its targets with great 

force and then returned to the thrower 

without any injury to him. 

Symbolically, as the hammer of Thor 

destroyed his enemies, so it should 

continue to be used to destroy the 

enemies of that which is good and 

true. (Hunt) 

It is used on stone to make a rough 

shaping or dressing, with the finishing 

done with a chisel and mallet or maul. 

Gavel is defined in the Oxford English 

Dictionary (1901) as a mason's 

setting maul or a presiding officer's 

hammer, and it is said to be an 

American usage. (AQC, 101 and XL) 

The name "gavel" was not known in 

England before the nineteenth 

century. (Jones) 

Freemasons are taught that the 

common gavel is one of the working 

tools of an Entered Apprentice. It is 

used by operative masons to break 

off the corners of rough ashlars and 

thus fit them the better for the 

builder's use. It is not adapted to 

giving polish or ornamentation to the 

stone, and hence it should symbolize 

only that training of the new 

Freemason which is designed to give 

some limited skill and moral training, 

and to teach that labor is the lot of 

man and that "qualities of heart and 

head are of limited value 'if the hand 

be not prompt to execute the design' 

of the master." Its meaning has been 

extended to include the symbolism of 

the chisel, to show the enlightening 

and ennobling effects of training and 

education. (Street) 

The gavel is adopted in Speculative 

Freemasonry to admonish us of the 



duty, often painful (Hunt), of divesting 

our minds and consciences of all the 

vices and impurities of life, thereby 

fitting our bodies (Mackey and 

Macoy) or minds as living stones for 

the spiritual building, not made with 

hands, eternal in the heavens. 

(Mackey) 

The gavel represents the force of 

conscience. (Jones) It is our will 

power, through which we govern our 

actions and free ourselves from 

debasing influences. It requires 

repeated exercise of our will power to 

subdue our passions. Will power is 

common to all and it is fittingly 

symbolized by the "common" gavel, 

but just as the gavel is of no worth 

unless it is used, so is our will power. 

(Hunt) 

The gavel is an instrument common 

to the lowest and the highest in the 

Lodge. The common gavel is shown 

to each Entered Apprentices to 

remind him that symbolically he 

should use it in Freemasonry to 

divest himself of the vices and 

superfluities of life. Years later, even 

when one has attained the highest 

rank in the Lodge by becoming its 

Master, the same implement of a 

gavel is placed in his hand as a 

reminder that we all need to continue 

to strive for improvements in our 

manner and character. (Mackenzie) 

Albert Pike felt the mallet and chisel 

(and gavel) symbolized development 

of the intellect of each individual and 

of society. He wrote, "...a man's 

intellect is all his own, held direct from 

God, an inalienable fief. It is the most 

potent of weapons....Society hangs 

spiritually together....The free country, 

in which intellect and genius govern, 

will endure....To elevate the people 

by teaching loving-kindness and 

wisdom, with power to him who 

teaches best; and so to develop the 

free State from the rough ashlar;---

this is the great labor in which 

Masonry desires to lend a helping 

hand." 

Pearls of Wisdom 
How would you translate the 

following expression into everyday 

language? 

I"ndividuals who make their abode 

in vitreous edifices would be advised to 

refrain from catapulting petrous 

projectiles." 

Jacques de Molay 

Born 1243, Molay, France 

Died March 19, 1314, Paris, France 

By Dominic Selwood – Published in 

the Telegraph 

The fall of Acre in 1291 was one of 

the defining battles of the medieval 

world.  As the Mamluks smashed 

down the city’s walls, Christendom’s 

195-year experiment with crusading 

crashed into the sea along with the 

vast blocks of defensive masonry. 

When the overwhelming forces of 

Sultan al-Ashraf Khalil massed 

around the city, most dignitaries fled 

by sea, leaving only the Templars 

and a crowd of terrified civilians.  The 

Templars’ Grand Master fell fighting, 

so a senior Templar, Peter de 

Severy, went to the sultan to 

surrender on condition the civilians 

were given safe passage to Cyprus.  

The sultan agreed, but when the 

Templars opened the city’s gates, the 

attackers began committing atrocities 

against the women and children.  The 

Templars immediately slammed the 

gates shut and loaded the panic-

stricken civilians onto their remaining 

ships.  Then, with their last transports 

gone, they turned to face the enemy. 

The sultan called for de Severy to 

come to his camp again so he could 

apologise.  When de Severy arrived, 

there was no apology. Instead, the 

sultan had him beheaded in full sight 

of the Templars on Acre’s walls. 

The Templars defended Acre for as 

long as they could.  But the result 

was never in question. The city fell, 

and the Holy Land would not come 

under Christian rule again until Britain 

and her imperial allies took it in 1917.  

The fall of medieval crusader Acre 

was a seismic moment in European 

history.  As late as 1853, the Royal 

Navy commemorated it with a ship — 

the HMS St Jean d’Acre. 

There were barely any survivors.  But 

a man named Jacques de Molay was 

almost certainly one. Before long, the 

Templars elected him their Grand 

Master. 

To the local Latin Christians, the 

Templars were heroes.  But when the 

knights returned to Europe, they 

suffered the fate of many of history’s 

soldiers. 

Two millennia earlier, when 

Odysseus finally reached Ithaca after 

a decade fighting at Troy and another 

battling his way home, he barely 

recognised the society he found.  

And, more tragically, few recognised 

him through his beggar’s clothes 

(save for his faithful Argos, who only 

had the strength to wag his tail before 

dying). 

And so did Jacques de Molay and the 

last crusaders.  Europe had moved 

on, and the battles they had bled for 

no longer seemed valued by most of 

the people or rulers in whose name 

they had fought. 

March 18, 2014 marks the 700-year 

anniversary of the burning of Jacques 

de Molay, last Grand Master of the 

Knights Templar, one of history's 

most vivid and poignant stories of the 

discarded soldier. 

For two centuries, the Templars 

waged the bloody wars for Christian 

Jerusalem that Europe's people 

demanded.  But when the defeated 

crusaders came home, early 1300s 

Europe was preparing for Dante, 

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/443621/Paris


Giotto, Marco Polo, Petrarch, 

Boccaccio, de Machaut, Chaucer, 

and a world of new discoveries.  

There was no room for knights bent 

on recapturing an oriental desert 

3,000 miles away. 

On Thursday 12 October 1307, de 

Molay was an honoured pall bearer in 

Paris at the royal funeral of the titular 

Empress of Constantinople, sister-in-

law of King Philip IV of France.  But 

the following dawn – Friday  13 of 

October — King Philip’s men kicked 

in the doors of the Templars’ 

commanderies all over France, and 

arrested all but a handful who evaded 

capture. 

 (It is still popularly believed that 

these arrests are why Friday the 13th 

is unlucky.) 

Philip charged the Templars with 

offences designed to scandalise and 

horrify the public: denying Christ, 

spitting on the crucifix, idol worship, 

blasphemy, and obscenity.  He 

struggled to believe it himself, he 

said, but his priority was to protect the 

fabric of Christendom.  It was: 

A bitter thing, a lamentable thing, a 

thing which is horrible to contemplate, 

terrible to hear of, a detestable crime, 

an execrable evil, an abominable 

work, a detestable disgrace, a thing 

almost inhuman, an offence to the 

divine majesty, a universal scandal. 

(Philip IV, arrest orders) 

Naturally, Philip had invented most of 

the charges, along with his phony 

remorse, as he needed to get people 

heated up in order to drown out the 

papacy’s inevitable outrage at such a 

blatant and unprovoked attack on the 

Church. 

Nevertheless, Philip was feeling 

confident.  He had played the game 

well.  Pope Clement V could huff and 

puff, but Philip had wangled the papal 

throne for the untalented Clement two 

years earlier, so the rules of cronyism 

applied.  None of this was lost on 

Dante, who railed against Clement’s 

toadying to Philip, his lust for power, 

nepotism, and simony.  He accused 

Clement of being a lawless shepherd, 

of turning his office into a cloaca del 

sangue e de la puzza (sewer of blood 

and stink), and he specifically saved 

a place for him in Malebolge, the 

eighth circle of Hell. 

When Clement heard of the arrests, 

he was furious at the full-frontal 

attack on his sovereignty. But he had 

no room for manoeuvre.   So, rather 

than confront Philip (as Gregory VII or 

Boniface VIII would have), he opted 

to salve his wounded pride by trying 

to take charge of the matter. 

As October ran into November, the 

French Templars were tortured 

mercilessly.  Virtually all (including de 

Molay) confessed to Philip’s charges.  

Vindicated and flushed with self-

righteousness, Philip wrote to the 

kings of Europe, inviting them to 

follow his most pious example. 

Over in England, King Edward II was 

in no mood to play Philip’s cynical 

game.  He knew and liked Jacques 

de Molay, and the Templars had 

served England and its kings with 

distinction. Instead, Edward went 

onto the attack, writing to Europe’s 

kings to rubbish Philip’s claims. 

Meanwhile, in his attempt to steer 

events, Clement issued the bull 

Pastoralis praeeminentiae ordering 

Europe’s kings to arrest all Templars 

in the name of the pope. 

In England, Edward felt he ought to 

comply, but had no real appetite for it.  

He gave the Order two weeks’ notice 

of the arrests, before rounding up a 

few Templars and relocating them to 

comfortable lodgings, while leaving 

the remainder in their commanderies. 

Back in France, Clement dispatched 

cardinals to interview de Molay and a 

key lieutenant.  To King Philip’s 

horror, now the two knights were 

talking to the pope’s men and not 

royal goons, they promptly withdrew 

their confessions and confirmed the 

Order was innocent of Philip’s 

charges. 

Emboldened, Clement suspended the 

enquiries.  Incensed, Philip 

threatened Clement with violence, 

and insisted he reopen the enquiries. 

Clement eventually acquiesced, and 

announced that final judgement 

would be given in October 1310 at 

Vienne. 

However, Philip was too experienced 

to attack on a single front alone.  To 

keep the pressure on, Philip forced 

Clement to move the whole papal 

court to Avignon.  This was the 

infamous "Babylonian Captivity" 

(1309–1377), in which seven French 

popes ruled from Avignon in an 

environment so luridly described by 

Petrarch. 

To leave Clement in no doubt who 

was boss, Philip also forced him to 

open a posthumous trial into Pope 

Boniface VIII, who had died from 

shock a few years earlier after Philip’s 

men had violently kidnapped him.  

Philip’s lawyers even drafted the 

usual trumped-up charges: heresy, 

idolatry, homicide, simony, 

fornication, and sodomy. 

In London, Edward was still not taking 

the charges seriously.  The Inquisition 

had never set foot in England, but on 

Pope Clement’s insistence, two 

French inquisitors arrived in 

September 1309 and began 

examining the Templars in London, 

York, and Lincoln.  No confessions 

were forthcoming, as even though the 

inquisitors eventually forced Edward 

to allow them to use torture, they 

could find no skilled or willing 

torturers. 

In a request with a familiar and 

sinister post-9/11 ring, they asked to 

transfer the English Templars to the 

County of Ponthieu in Picardy, which 

was an English crown possession but 

subject to French law.  There, they 



explained, they would be on English 

land, but free to apply as much 

torture as they needed. Edward 

refused. 

Back in France, Clement wanted to 

talk to de Molay, who was now at the 

French royal castle at Chinon.  

However, de Molay was too 

weakened by the prolonged torture to 

travel, so Clement sent three 

cardinals to interview him.  It was 

here, in the Loire valley, that the 

cardinals drew up the so-called 

―Chinon parchment‖, which provoked 

such excitement when discovered in 

the Vatican’s Secret Archives in 

2001. (The archives are not actually 

secret. Secretum means ―private‖ in 

the sense of belonging to the pope 

rather than any specific Vatican 

department.) However, despite the 

hype, the parchment’s content has 

always been known from other 

documents. 

It records that five of the most senior 

Templars, including de Molay, with no 

torture, of their own free will, all 

openly and voluntarily confessed. 

However, what really matters is 

exactly what they admitted. S adly for 

the conspiracy theorists, it is not 

much.  They said that new Templar 

recruits were pulled aside after their 

ceremonies. Geoffroi de Gonneville 

gave a description: 

His receptor, after bestowing the 

mantle of the Knights Templar upon 

the newly received member, showed 

him a cross depicted in some book 

and said that he should denounce the 

one whose image was depicted on 

that cross.  When the newly received 

did not want to do so, the receptor 

told him multiple times that he should.  

And since he completely refused to 

do it, the receptor, seeing his 

resistance, said to him: ―Will you 

swear to me that if asked by any of 

the brothers you would say that you 

had made this denouncement, 

provided that I allow you not to make 

it?‖  And the newly received 

answered ―yes‖.  He also said that the 

receptor told him that he should spit 

on the aforementioned cross.  When 

he did not wish to do so, the receptor 

placed his own hand over the 

depiction of the cross and said, ―At 

least spit on my hand!‖  And since the 

initiate feared that the receptor would 

remove his hand and some of the spit 

would get on the cross, he did not 

want to spit on the hand, but instead 

chose to spit near the cross. (Chinon 

parchment, 1308) 

This bizarre tradition may have been 

part of some long-forgotten character 

test or psychological preparation for 

capture. Geoffroi de Gonneville had 

two suggestions of his own.  He had 

heard the denial was in imitation of St 

Peter. Or that a former Grand Master 

had been captured by the enemy, 

and a condition of his release was 

that he introduce this ritual — as a 

humiliation, and a foretaste of what 

awaited any captured Templar. 

Whatever the extraordinary tradition’s 

origin and function, de Molay and the 

others confessed to it and begged 

forgiveness from the cardinals, who 

granted them absolution and 

reconciled them to the Church. 

We will never know what truly 

happened at Chinon.  Maybe the 

senior Templars made up these small 

admissions in order to gain 

absolution?  Or maybe they knew that 

professing innocence would lead to 

their execution as relapsed heretics?  

Alternatively, perhaps the cardinals 

made it up, either to implicate the 

Templars or to prevent them from 

relapsing?  Who knows.  The 

following year de Molay insisted that 

he had not confessed to anything 

serious at Chinon.  And, most oddly, 

one of the others confessed to seeing 

the famous idol (usually known as 

Baphomet) at Montpellier, which 

almost certainly takes the parchment 

into the realm of fantasy.  The only 

question is: whose? 

Towards the end of the year, 

something very significant began to 

happen. Slowly, the Templars started 

to fight back.  One by one, they 

withdrew their blood-soiled 

admissions.  By May, some 600 

Templars had withdrawn their 

confessions.  Sensing no end in sight, 

Clement postponed final judgement 

at Vienne by a year. 

In Paris, King Philip immediately saw 

that the tide was turning against him, 

and that he needed to do something 

decisive.  He therefore summoned 

the bishop of Sens and forced him to 

re-examine the Templars in his 

diocese.  When 54 Templars insisted 

on their innocence, the bishop 

dutifully denounced them as relapsed 

heretics. 

As Philip had known all along, a 

heretic who confessed was welcomed 

as a lost sheep, given penance, and 

reconciled to the Church.  But if the 

penitent then slipped back into the 

heresy, he had rejected all grace, 

spurned salvation, and was a direct 

threat to Christian society. 

On 12 May 1310, as Philip knew he 

would, the bishop of Sens burned the 

54 Templars alive. This appalling 

cruelty gave Philip the shot in the arm 

he needed.  The remaining Templar 

resistance petered out. 

The sorry tale was drawing to a close. 

In October 1311, the long-awaited 

Council of Vienne opened to give final 

judgement.  The evidence did not 

amount to much. T he only Templars 

who had comprehensively confessed 

to Philip’s 127 charges were the ones 

tortured in his dungeons or those in 

territories loyal to him.  There were 

virtually no confessions from abroad. 

True to form, Philip showed up to 

threaten Clement with physical 



violence unless he shut down the 

Templars  There were protests from 

the other church delegates, who felt 

the Templars had not been given an 

opportunity to defend themselves.  

They also pointed to the suspicious 

similarity of the charges with those 

Philip had recently brought against 

the dead Pope Boniface VIII. None of 

this helped Clement, who threatened 

anyone who spoke further with 

excommunication. 

Finally clear to impose Philip’s will, in 

March 1312, with Philip and his son 

flanking him, Clement issued the bull 

Vox in excelso.  Citing the irreparable 

damage done to the Templars’ 

reputation, he pronounced judgement 

with a formula that completely 

sidestepped the question of 

innocence or guilt: 

We suppress, with the approval of the 

sacred council, the order of Templars, 

and its rule, habit and name, by an 

inviolable and perpetual decree, and 

we entirely forbid that anyone from 

now on enter the order, or receive or 

wear its habit, or presume to behave 

as a Templar. (Vox in excelso) 

It was over.  All that remained was to 

tie up the loose ends.  Templars who 

had confessed crimes were 

sentenced to imprisonment.  Those 

who had remained silent were sent to 

other religious Orders. 

To draw down the final curtain, on the 

18th of March 1314 the four most 

senior living Templars were hauled to 

Paris.  On a rostrum erected on the 

parvis before the great cathedral of 

Notre-Dame, they were publicly 

condemned to perpetual 

imprisonment.  Hugues de Pairaud 

and Geoffroi de Gonneville accepted 

the sentences in silence.  But 

Jacques de Molay and Geoffroi de 

Charney stunned the crowd by talking 

over the cardinals and professing 

their innocence and that of the 

Temple. 

The electrifying news was rushed 

across the city to King Philip at the 

Louvre.  Desperate to crush this 

dangerous new defiance, he 

abandoned all legal procedures and 

ordered the two old Templars to be 

burned without delay. 

So as dusk fell and the canons of 

Notre-Dame lit the candles and 

incense for the lucernare before 

Vespers, the provost of Paris’s men 

torched two nearby pyres and sent de 

Molay and de Pairaud up in smoke 

alongside the canons’ prayers. 

A royal chaplain eyewitness 

described de Molay’s last words (in 

verse): 

―God knows who is in the wrong and 

has sinned.  Misfortune will soon 

befall those who have wrongly 

condemned us; God will avenge our 

deaths.  Make no mistake, all who are 

against us will suffer because of us.  I 

beseech you to turn my face towards 

the Virgin Mary, of whom our Lord 

Christ was born.‖  His request was 

granted, and so gently was he taken 

by death that everyone marvelled. 

(Geoffroi de Paris) 

Rumours began to circulate that, at 

the end, de Molay had also shouted 

out, summoning Philip and Clement 

to meet him within a year and a day 

before God, where they would be 

judged for their crimes. 

De Molay and de Pairaud quickly 

came to be seen as martyrs.  In the 

cold dawn light, Parisians foraged in 

the pyres’ ashes for relics.  Medieval 

writers took up the popular outrage.  

Dante accused King Philip of 

undermining Christendom.  A Tuscan 

chronicler even declared that the 

abolition of the Templars was one of 

the leading causes of the Black 

Death. 

It had taken Philip seven years, but 

he finally had what he wanted — the 

Templars’ vast treasury he had 

coveted for so long, and a 

demonstration that he could destroy 

one of the Church’s most powerful 

organisations.  But, as it turned out, 

he did not live to enjoy either victory. 

Clement and Philip were both dead 

within the year.  The ―curse‖ of 

Jacques de Molay had been fulfilled. 

De Molay's death was more than just 

the brutal execution of a 72-year-old 

soldier.  It was the culmination of a 

cynical, politically-orchestrated 

miscarriage of justice masterminded 

by a ruthless king and facilitated by a 

craven pope — both of whom owed 

de Molay and the Templars far better. 

If de Molay had ever learned the skills 

of high politics, he may have saved 

his Order.  But he was a simple monk 

and soldier who trusted in authority 

and the chain of command — 

believing up to the end that the pope 

would come through for them.  He 

relied on the notion, as soldiers do, 

that on coming home from fighting the 

battles he had been ordered into, his 

masters would recognise and respect 

his contributions. 

Brethren, we are now working 

towards our next Cornerstone 

designation.  Bro. Nathan Drobrindt is 

working hard in amassing the 

necessary paperwork.  But we still 

have a lot of work to do and the clock 

is ticking down as we have to have all 

our paperwork in order prior to the 

next Grand Lodge. 



So brethren, as you can see, we 

are well underway but we do need 

some team captains to move some of 

the activities.   With an increased and 

active membership we should be 

successful in the requirements. 

Garden City 2019 Christmas 

Dinner 

Our Annual Widow’s and Families 

Christmas Dinner will be held on 

December 7, 2019.  Please mark your 

calendars. 

Details to follow. 

Garden City 2019 Children's 

Christmas Party 

November 23th, will be the 

second District Children's Christmas 

party.  Mark your calendars , and 

come out to see if Gerry brings his 

praying mantis again.. 

Details to follow. 

Amalgamation: 

Perfection & Grantham 

Become Garden City 616 

On Monday May 13th Perfection 

616 and Grantham 697 amalgamated 

to become Garden City 616.  The 

evening was an overwhelming 

success.  over 130 in attendance. It 

was a rare sight to see the lodge 

room full, along with members sitting 

up in the balcony area. 

The Perfection 616 Charter being 

presented to the DDGM. 

The Grantham 697 Charter being 

presented to the DDGM. 

The ladies worked hard to 

present a wonderful dinner for a full 

room.  Thank you to the St. 

Catharines DeMoly chapter for 

helping with serving and logistics. 

A happy table 

Getting ready. 

A distinguished head-table. 

Distinguished brethren, visitors 

and members. 

The balcony getting some use. 

Presentation to the Grand Master's 

charity from Garden City 616. 

The Garden City Officers for 

2019 / 2020. 



 




