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             A CHILD IDENTIFICATION PROGRAM
In Muskoka-Parry Sound



Lodge Activities:

Golden Rule Lodge No. 409 held an Open House and a Masonich-I-P Program on March 6th 2010. The program ran from 11:00 AM until 4:00 PM. There was a steady flow of people visited the lodge, and many stayed for coffee and learn about the charitable work of Masonry. The Masonich-I-P program brought interest from the younger age group of the community. 51 children were processed in the Child Identification Program. The brethren of the Lodge were pleased with the success of the events and in particular, that the DDGM, R.W. Bro. Terry Hornibrook and his significant other took the time to attend. 

V.W. Bro Alex Martin was installed as Master of Golden Rule Lodge No. 409 on May 10th. W. Bro. James Fowler was the Installing Master for the ceremony. Assisting with the ceremony was a number of Masonic Brethren from Muskoka Lodge No. 360.  
Unity Lodge No. 376 will be holding a Ladies Brunch on May 30, 2010 fro 12:30 PM to 3:00 PM and will include the event will include the Masonic widows. The brunch will be held at the Pow-Wow Point Lodge Resort on Peninsula Lake.

District News:

The Traveling Gavel completed its tour around the District April 9th when the Brethren from Golden Rule Lodge No. 409 returned that Gavel to Powassan Lodge No. 443. Thirteen Brethren from Golden Rule Lodge assisted with return of the Gavel.
A District Divine Church Service was held at Chalmers United Church in South River on Sunday May 2nd at 11:15 AM. The service was Masons and their families. A reception followed the Divine Service. 

The Annual Ladies Night sponsored by the four Northern Lodges of the Muskoka-Parry Sound District was held at Caswell’ Resort, Sundridge Ontario. The social hour started at 5:30 PM, and dinner was served at 7:00 PM. Dancing followed the dinner. It was a very pleasant evening of friendship and fellowship.  
The Past Masters, Masters and Wardens Association for the District of Muskoka-Parry Sound held its spring meeting in the Anteroom of Unity Lodge No. 376 in Huntsville on May 20th.  A lengthy agenda included reports of the President, Secretary and DDGM. A issue was raised that proved to be contentious, and it seems clear that the membership in general, took the position “If it isn’t broke don’t fix it.” 

The outgoing president conducted the election of officers for the coming year. W. Bro. Steve McIntyre of Muskoka Lodge No. 360 was elected as President for the coming year. W. Bro. Terry Taylor of Muskoka Lodge No. 360 was elected as Secretary. R.W. Bro. Garnet Schenk of Golden Rule Lodge No. 409 was elected as Treasurer. R.W. Bro. David Hardie of Granite Lodge No. 352 was elected as Vice-President of the Association

V.W. Bro. Ron Austin and W. Bro. Keith Austin requested that they be replaced as the Financial Examiners for the Association. An expression of gratitude was shown to the Austin Brothers f or their faithful service over the years to the Association.  

R.W. Bro. Garnet Schenk agreed to search for financial examiners for the coming year. He will bring the names forward at the fall meeting the Past Masters, masters and Wardens Association.

A financial statement of the financial affairs of the Association was provided to the Secretary of the Association and copies were provide for each lodge in the district. The outgoing President V.W. Bro. Michael Grima thanked the brethren present for the support shown him in his term as president of the Association. 

The DDGM, R.W. Bro. Terry Hornibrook expressed thanks to the members for the support shown to him during his year as the District Deputy Grand Master for Muskoka-Parry Sound District. During his remarks about serving Masonry in the District, he paid tribute to W. Bro. George Carpenter for his valuable service as District Secretary. 

The membership of the Association was encouraged by both the DDGM and the president of the Past Masters, Masters and Wardens Association to attend the annual; communication of Grand Lodge. It was indicated that W. Bro. Ken Lovelock of Muskoka Lodge was organizing a bus to transport members to Toronto to participate in Grand Lodge activity. The District Meeting for electing the new DDGM will be held a four PM in the Algonquin Room on Main Mezzanine Floor. 

Initiated, Passed & Raised
Unity Lodge No. 376 – Huntsville
Timothy Harrow; 
- Initiated Nov. 11, 2009; Passed Jan. 13, 2010; Raised April 14, 2010.

George Knockelmann:

 - Initiated Oct. 14, 2009; Passed Dec. 09, 2009; Raised April 28, 2010.
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The RoundTable





Muskoka Parry Sound District


Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario








THREE GENERATIONS NOW ALL BROTHERS





On Thursday, November 5th, 2009 Corona Lodge No. 454, in Burks Falls Initiated Mr. Chad James Schmeler into Masonry. In attendance to participate in this wonderful event was Chad’s Father, W. Bro. Paul Schemeler, Past Master of Corona Lodge and his Grandfather, R.W. Bro. David Schemeler, Past District Deputy Grand Master of Muskoka Parry Sound District. This was one of these rare times when Bro. Chad Schemler, his Father and Grandfather now consider themselves Brothers. A special night for the Schemeler Family and Corona Lodge. May your Masonic journey together be a long one.  
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MESSAGE FROM THE DDGM





Brethren,





Here I am sitting by the warmth of the fire, watching the snow blow and swirl around on a cold blustery January morning got me thinking about the enjoyable holiday season just past. I do hope that all of you were able to take some downtime to enjoy the holiday season with family and friends. May 2010 bring you health, happiness and prosperity.  





										�	


I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the members of Muskoka Parry Sound District for their support and encouragement during the first six months of my term. I am honoured to represent you and our great district and this wonderful Fraternity.





As I reflect on my term thus far, I am very pleased that we have had ?? Initiations already in the district and more to come. We must make certain that these men feel welcome in our Fraternity and we accomplish this by providing them with encouragement and support every opportunity that we have. They are our future and it is incumbent upon their sponsors, mentors and lodges to create and environment which lay’s a solid foundation upon which they can build their future in the Craft.





We must continue to raise and keep a positive profile in the communities in which we reside. To that end, I congratulate the lodges that have already sponsored community events. Open Houses, MasoniChip events, family dinners, curling days and Christmas dinners have already been held; with golf days and barbeques planned for the Spring.





As you are all aware I have chosen the MasoniChip program as the District Project this year. I encourage all lodges to actively pursue opportunities to hold this very worthwhile Child Identification Program in your community. It is a well packaged, pre-organized, self-promoting vehicle designed to be easy to use and run. TAKE ADVANTAGE OF IT!





Once again I want to thank each of you for your support and I look forward to seeing each of you in lodge.  





Fraternally,


	


R. W. Bro. Terry M. Hornibrook


District Deputy Grand Master


Muskoka Parry Sound District


2009 – 2010


























Masonic Guest Writer


THE ROUNDTABLE is very pleased to have R.W. Bro. Garnet E. Schenk, F.C.F., PDDGM, Muskoka Parry Sound District as a guest writer for the publication. R.W. Bro. Schenk is a member of the Grand Lodge Committee on Masonic Education and regular writes articles for the committee. This is Article # 11 in a series of papers that have been written on Symbolism and Freemasonry and circulated through this publication.  








Symbolism is the Third Degree (Part 2)





We take up the discussion of Part 2 with the Dramatization of the Legend of H.AB. in which the candidate participates in the acting out of the legend and where he is given the role of the Chief Architect. It is intended to symbolize for the candidate that he too may travel through prosperous and pleasant times, but that there will be hidden foes to obstruct his journey. Life is not all calm and sun-shine. As the V.O.S.L. states in Job 5: 7, “Man is born to trouble as the sparks fly upward.” 





The tolling of the bell reminds the candidate of the time, high twelve, and the event that took at high noon, and of the inevitability of his own death. The recitation of Ecclesiastes 12: 1-7 is an impressive part of the ceremony and is a reminder to the candidate that he has enjoyed his youth but that he should always remember that it was entrusted to him by God the Creator and that he is answerable to God how he uses his life. 





The writer of Ecclesiastes describes with striking imagery and startling analogy the journey from youth through to old age and to inevitable death. The candidate is reminded that he has threescore years and ten or possibly fourscore. In his youth he lives in the sunlight of life but as one grows older the clouds gather. In the advancing years the hands and the arms shake, the legs become bent, teeth are lost, eye sight fails and with old age loss of hearing comes and the outside world is cut off. Also he wakes with the birds, the voice quivers with a song, heights terrify, walking the street is terrifying and the hair becomes white. The withered old man drags himself along and his appetite fails because death is near. The professional mourners are waiting for the cord of life to snap, or the cup of life to become cracked and life drains away, or death comes in the midst of work or because of age all falls into disuse. The foregoing is a translation into modern lay language the interpretation of the passage from Ecclesiastes 12: 1-7. 





The lesson is, we are to make good use of the days we have before death arrives and mankind pronounce those parting words, ashes to ashes, dust to dust and the spirit returns to live with the Creator who gave it. The darkness of the room and the emblems of mortality continue to emphasis the ever present threat of death. However, at the close of the Ecclesiastes passage the candidate is reminded of a dimension of life that the eye of reason cannot penetrate. There is hope. 





The concluding section of the Legend of H. AB. Reminds the candidate that the virtuous man is rewarded, not alone by the M.H. but in the respect in which he is memorialized but his brethren. Thus, from the role he has played he is given the lessons that life is short and uncertain; use it wisely, we have hope for the future. We are taught by the legend to bear in mind and to act according to the laws of the Divine Creator. 





The manner of raising the candidate emphasizes that the F.P.O. F. are fundamental in every task, whether among the living or the dead. Faithful adherence to these basic principles makes such a difference that it can be described as a life restored, as the candidate is raised from his figurative death to rejoin his brethren. 





The working tools of the degree are the skerrit, the pencil and the compassed. The skerrit when used properly lays down a straight line for the guidance of the workmen, so the V.O.S.L. lays down for us a straight and undeviating line of conduct, The pencil is used to draw architectural designs and for the Master of the Works to make notes for future reference. It speaks to the Mason, not only that the G.A.O.T.U. has laid down certain master plans for our guidance and instruction and that He records in the Book of Life all words and actions to hold up to us on the day of judgment.





The compasses are used in the formation of all architectural plans and designs. The circle that they trace has an inside and outside and reminds the Mason of the limits of good and evil as set out for our instruction by the M.H. It also tells us to circumscribe our passions and desires, and observe the line of perfect moderation between to much and too little. It also reminds the Mason to keep within due bounds with all humankind. Together the W.T.  





A newly passed F.C. is forewarned that in discussions in lodge that an experienced Master would guard the Landmarks against encroachment. Now he is that Master Mason who is charged with preserving those Landmarks, sacred and inviolable. In short it is the Mason’s duty to show the world that he has been made a M.M. because he is a good Mason.  
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Symbolism is the Third Degree (Part 2) –cont’d.





The compasses are used in the formation of all architectural plans and designs. The circle that they trace has an inside and outside and reminds the Mason of the limits of good and evil as set out for our instruction by the M.H. It also tells us to circumscribe our passions and desires, and observe the line of perfect moderation between to much and too little. It also reminds the Mason to keep within due bounds with all humankind. Together the W.T. of a M.M. remind us that the Supreme Being has revealed His will to man. The Mason is to bear His laws in mind and act in accordance with them. 


 


A newly passed F.C. is forewarned that in discussions in lodge that an experienced Master would guard the Landmarks against encroachment. Now he is that Master Mason who is charged with preserving those Landmarks, sacred and inviolable. In short it is the Mason’s duty to show the world that he has been made a M.M. because he is a good Mason.  
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             A CHILD IDENTIFICATION PROGRAM


In Muskoka-Parry Sound


Programs Completed: (2010)


Golden Riule Lodge No. 409 – March 6th  - 51 Children Processed


Programs Scheduled: 


Muskoka Lodge No. 360 – June 13th, 2010 at Bracebridge


Golden Rile Lodge No. 409 – September 11th, at Severn Bridge
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Masonic Arts and Science





The College of Freemasonry Distance Education Course for Master Masons





The Introduction for Master Masons program is a survey course of study designed to orient the Freemason to the history, application, organization and function of the Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario. The successful graduate is acknowledged by the Grand Master as a Fellow of the College of Freemasonry. He is encouraged to reveal this dedication using the appellation FCF. 





PROGRAM TOPICS:





Masonry At Work 


History & Origin of Masonry 


Administration and Organization 


Preparing for Leadership





Study topics guide each learner through basic aspects of Freemasonry and The Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario, an organization both nationally and internationally respected. As a survey program, the student will be well oriented to the structure and relationship of lodges, districts and grand lodge. 





The graduate will understand organization, history, structure and function.


Completion of all sectors will bring the student to the brink of further research into the esoteric and occult aspects.





Here is a sample of one of the assignments:





“THE HISTORY AND ORIGIN OF MASONRY”





Assignment No. 1





 In Craft Masonry, there are two themes: - the ceaseless search for light and the joy of labor, of unremitting work. A Mason pursues both of these themes throughout his life and, in the doing, realises that most of his search for greater knowledge is guided and directed by the working tools of a mason. At one point he portrays the master builder himself and finally he may sit in the chair of King Solomon, the builder of the temple at Jerusalem.





The art of the builder is inextricably interwoven with Masonry. It seems plausible therefore for Masons to assume that Masonry began in those early days of building. This idea has been dispelled in recent years through research done by Masonic writers, and it is now generally agreed that Masonry traces its roots to the builders of the Gothic cathedrals in the 12th and 13th centuries.





For information and interest, read Chronicles, Chapters 28 & 29 and I Kings, Chapter 2, regarding the death of David and the exhortation to Solomon to build the temple at Jerusalem.





A small book of 33 pages, written in England about A.D. 1390, gives a legend of Masonry. It begins - “Here begin the constitutions of the art of geometry according to Euclid”. It tells of “that worthy clerk Euclid”, teaching geometry in Egypt, and how this knowledge spread to France and England. Euclid admonished his pupils to be good men.


 


A more expanded story is found in the Cook manuscript of 1410. In this manuscript, masonry is traced back through Athelstan, King of England, Charles Martel of France, Hiram King of Tyre, and Pythagoras to Lamech, the grandson of Adam. It is a strange history connecting people who were separated by both time and centuries. These are the oldest of the series of charges stretching over a period of 300 years, and in all of these there is always a story of King Solomon’s temple.




























































































































































































































































































Assignment No. 1 – cont’d.





Prior to the invention of the printing press, all books had to be produced by hand. Only a few could read. Because the Bible was in Latin, the church interpreted its religious teachings by means of symbolism, mystery plays and in architecture. Those all told the stories of the Bible either by church ceremonial, by a theatre show or by the beautiful stories illustrated in the stained glass windows and carved figures of the Gothic cathedrals.





Translation of the Bible into English, by William Wycliffe, and the invention of printing, made it possible for those who could read to make their own interpretation. The Bible itself was challenging the supremacy of the church. When the pace of church building began to slow and mason’s work was difficult to obtain, it became easier for non-masons to be accepted into a guild. It was this influx of members that changed the spirit of Freemasonry from purely operative to speculative, though the course of change was quite gradual.





Although a detailed examination of the alleged beginnings of Masonry will not be conducted, it is necessary to be familiar with some of the bodies from which Masonry is said to have developed.





So the story of the ancient mysteries, the rites of Mithras and the Eleusinian mysteries is not known simply because limited records exist, but because those who spoke of them did so guardedly, so as not to divulge any secrets. It is true that symbolism, mysticism, cults and religious ideas have been a part of the history of mankind, simply because man had to have some explanation for the things beyond his comprehension. The ancient mysteries allowed candidates to take various steps after having been put through a Catechism, and to proceed through darkness to a lighted chamber. The process seems to be somewhat similar to Masonry but there is no clear connection. Mankind has always sought solace in worship and the power of a superior being, and clothed these thoughts in mysticism, secrecy and symbolism.





Before turning to the questions in this assignment the student must remember that this is not a course where one fails or succeeds. We hope that you will all succeed, because the important inten�tion is to exchange information, to guide and direct research, so that all achieve success by the exten�sion of their Masonic knowledge. Some questions may not be easy, but always bear in mind that your mentor is available to assist whenever needed. If you encounter problems, enclose a note to your mentor with your assignment and he will either answer directly or obtain an answer for you. And so, good luck and best wishes attend you as you start the first assignment in the second programme.





As a background to the course, read the first seven pages of Chapter I of “Beyond the Pillars”. Some of what is contained there may help to stimulate and maintain your interest. Remember that short articles have appeared in the “Newsletter” which may provide information on certain topics.





Much information can also be found in “Beyond the Pillars” regarding Guilds, the Operative Mason, the Collegia, the Comacine Masters and the London Company of Freemasons. Another source is Chapters  1 - 4 of the “Freemason’s Guide and Compendium” by Bernard Jones.





For those who wish to delve more deeply into these early subjects, “The History of Freemasonry”, Vol. 1, by R.F. Gould, is recommended. The early chapters of the first volume deal at length with the old charges, the Collegia and other mysteries, the stonemasons of Germany, craft guilds and the medieval operative mason.





One of the handiest volumes is “The Pocket History of Freemasonry” by Pick and Knight, which, in its first three chapters, gives a lot of information useful to answering the questions in assignment number one.


 Finally, “King Solomon’s Temple in The Masonic Tradition”, by Alex Home gives in its first three chapters, a background upon the Temple.









































































































































































































































Assignment No. 1 – cont’d.





That would seem to be sufficient for the moment. Once again, best wishes to you and a reminder not to forget about your mentor.





The J.W. in his first degree lecture mentions the Pythagorean System. Who was Pythagoras?





"The usages and customs ... have ever corresponded ... the Egyptian philosophers to which... a near affinity."





Does this quote mean that the origin of Masonry can be traced back to the philosophies of Egypt?





Who was Euclid?





How old is Freemasonry as we know it today?





Give a short description of any one of the following:—


 	a) The Essenes;


    b) The Collegia:


    c) The Comacine Masters;


    d) The Steinmetzen of Germany.


 


The symbolism and legends of Freemasonry are based upon the time of King Solomon and the building of the temple at Jerusalem. Does that mean that Masonry dates from that time?


 


What is the Regius Poem?


 


What do you understand the Old Charges to be?


 


Have the guilds in medieval England any significance in the development of Masonry?


 


Give a brief description of the medieval operative mason.


 


Want to sign up for the course? 





Please visit:	 





�HYPERLINK "http://collegeoffreemasonry.blogspot.com/" \t "_blank"�http://collegeoffreemasonry.blogspot.com/� or �HYPERLINK "http://www.grandlodge.on.ca/Masonic_Education/college.htm"�www.grandlodge.on.ca/Masonic_Education/college.htm�


 


The Committee on Masonic Education


January 2010
















































































Muskoka-Parry-Sound Challenge Cup





Bro. Dave St Onge appealed to the members of the Association to support the Muskoka-Parry Sound 5th Annual Challenge Cup on Saturday June 5. The event starts at 10:00 am a Four Man Scramble – Shotgun  Start. It is Open to all Lodges in our Grand Jurisdiction. The funds go toward the work of the DDGM in promoting Freemasonry District and beyond. The membership is grateful to Bro. St. Onge for his work in organizing the event and promoting it 


 








